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Live and Let Live > =: 

But, on the whole, what seems right to Russia in terms 
of her own power will seem wrong to other nations, and 
vice-versa. One can imagine, for instance, what the Soviet 
Press could make of Sir Winston’s frank avowal; as the 
Western Press makes of what between Russia and 
her neighbours. But it is possible for the Great Powers to 
recognize that in certain respects they are alike, and they 
can learn to compromise on what is similar between them, 
instead of adopting an automatic “ holier than thou ” atti- 
tude. They can learn to live and let live, and eventually 
improve and alter in the moral sense, what each can hardly 
avoid at the moment. In short, through compromise, re- 


between nations. 


DO OUR SEXUAL ETHICS NEED 
REVISING? 
By R. W. Wilde 
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creation. But Mr. Davies would have us distinguish between 
three clearly marked differentiations in what has hitherto been 
regarded as a unitary function: (1) Sexual acts, in which the 
object is procreation. (2) Erotic acts, in which the objection is 
“creation” in the Platonic sense, i.c., an adventure and 


though Mr. Davies does not envisage actual legislation 
lines of his recommendations. For lustful acts, which operate 
on the “ baboon level,” there can be little sanction, and only 

taste or culture can arbitrate, if at all. It is in the , 


_ erotic (No. 2 above) that religion enters, since erotic experi- 


5 
g 


hancement personali 
legitimized by Christianity, but should be recognized as of 
nature of mystical experience. 


popular 

of his if i 
doubt. He believes that man inist ; “ 
the sex impulse combines ph 
ing ; that original sin is ubi matter of 
sexual fears: and that man 


res heightening of the spirit through a commerce between two 
| persons. (3) Lustful acts, in which the objective is nothing more 
: | than the release of nervous tension. Each of these has its own 
| ! appropriate code and sanction. The state, or society, is neces- 
He sarily involved in the “sexual act” (as defined above), since 
| this will be productive of new lives, and hence of new citizens. 
| i Therefore, code and sanction here take the shape of law, al- 
| straint, and the recognition of what actually exists, a new 
ee moral order can be constructed. This can imply as pro- 
a: 4 found an application of moral values as any other. It is ence is essen spiritual experience. 
| more difficult than others because it is not so simple or is the labour of ages,” and there is 
lee clear-cut. But at least it can be applied to-morrow morn- build a new erotic philosophy and theology. 
foo ing, and the next day, and the day after that, and so on * 
food indefinitely until a new visible moral structure is created 
| pT By “ erotic,” Mr. Langdon-Davies does not mean Platonic 
love in the common (but mistaken) meaning of that term 
| An erotic relationship means for him a definitely sexual 
| relationship entered into by two people (or possibly—Mr. 
Davies is not quite explicit here—by one person with several 
others), but without intent of procreation; and such a relation- 
: ip, which is, he says, essentially mystical and leads to the en- 
be 
| A FRIEND of mine has for long contended that the indiffer- the 
| ence of young people to organized religion, and their 
absence in large masses from our services of worship, rest back Elsewhere Mr. Davies suggests that no one woman can be 
, upon the fact that they do not accept the teachings, or the at once mother, intellectual companion, and erotic partner, in 
4 supposed teachings, of the Christian church on matters of one. Hence he seems to envisage a state of things (not wholly 
A newly-published volume by Mr. John Langdon-Davies, woman whom he desires to be the mother of his children, 
Sex, Sin and Sanctity, published Gollancz, 16s. net, seems to and will enjoy sexual relationships with another woman (or 
: set forth at length the same contention. “ Most young people women) who will fulfil the function of a spiritual soul mate. 
: to-day find themselves,” he says, “in rebellion against the We must abandon the notion that the only rightful use of sex 
sexual orthodoxy of their community.” There is in evidence is for procreation. Mr. Davies thinks there will be fewer 
| Not that Mr. Davies is antagonistic to religion as such. — —— a a a 
Indeed, he asserts more than once in this volume that men need 
and desire (if only subconsciously) guidance in matters of sex, 
| and that only religion is calculated to be able to supply both 
: guidance and vision in this field of human experience. 
Christianity has fulfilled an indispensable function in this 
; matter for both individual and society, and that with greater 
have already said that he i friendly 
But it is of the nature of spiritual solutions that they con- ste’ is not friendly to either Biology or 
| occasions teach new duties ; Time makes ancient good uncouth. of the spirit. But I venture to think that he is not 
And in this present age the traditional ethic is no longer suited Go of cum 
4 to, or adequate for, our actual situation. This for two reasons - perhaps, in the of feminine psychology, for t 
’ (1) In the earliest age Christianity set very rigid restrictions to very much a masculine product. The very ¢ 
. sexual activity, in the interests—here Mr. Davies, who is not sonality (Buber’s “ 1-Thou ™ relationship), which he 
| to tislany ar percholony, the and once invokes, would seem to demand a much more 
aaty no longer demands a high bi and them. departmentalized 
guaranteed, in particular, to fulfil the whole needs of women. 
: on the way to ing a chemical contraceptiive Davies in his major thesis—the need for a fearless 
So Rroducins 2 chemical contraceptive formed investigation of the whole matier of sexual ethicsil 
| istercowrse need ao longer be productive of un- 
em Hence, as Davies sees it, there is need provoking and emia grateful thought- 
. : hee To our correspondents—Letters reach us too long to be 
Traditional Christian ties up sexual intercourse printed in our columns. 
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their restless minds will 


patie 


shake 


wm the next conference of the Lemers should be addressed to the Editor, “ The inquirer.” Ee? 
| Churches on account of the 14 Gerdon Square. London. Wi. They should not in % 
significance and the great struggi general exceed three to four hundred words in length. 
work is being done also In a series . 
s the life and work of F. introduced. Jews and Unitarians a 
tures were heid munesters, Ferencz 
of the Sa.—i was mtcrested m Commentators 
Rar ago, quoting Lord Samuci as onc ae 
Church jous Service madequate for modem 
im the XVith that be would jom the Uniterians. 4s 
contact of all the progressive but I cam say, as 2 Modern - 
countries. The best friend and cata too big a break it is not =¢ 
the world-wide known Greek = there is the question of nei 
professor at the Colleges in Background. Through all the % 
Several of the Italian the Jews stood frm 
N_ Paruta, found m But ali Unitarians have come i 
German progressive background. and &@ is very 
to Kolozsrés, via Moravia. J. Sommer, another German 2 Emphasis. have always lived 
refugee first established the first high school of | 
Roumania, later he became Rector of the 
at Kologsrés. M_ Pinczovicz, 2 Polish pastor was im the peeseace of 
Closest fellow worker of David, and lecturer at sucers af the OT. as 
College. There would be no aftrachon 
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THE LINDSEY PRESS: 


Those who know the. 


“ Religion in a Changing W 
series will have welcomed the last four issues. 


you ordered yet? 


No. 16. PSYCHOLOGY AND RELIGIOUS FAITH 
by R. W. Wilde, M.A., Ph.D. : 


No. 17. THE GOSPELS TO-DAY 
by L. A. Garrard, B.D., M.A. 


by F. Kenworthy, M.A., B.D. 
No. 19. CAN WE PROVE THE TRUTH OF 
RELIGION? 


by Raymond V. Holt, B.Litt., M.A. 
1/6 each by post 1/8 


Send for list of other titles in this series. 


THE LINDSEY PRESS 


15 GORDON SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.1 
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1854 UNITARIAN COLLEGE 1954 
MANCHESTER 


CENTENARY APPEAL 
for £10,000 

The College has now completed 100 years of 

indispensable service to our group of churches. 

Help us to look with greater confidence to the 
future by completing our Appeal. 

£3,000 remains to be raised by December 31, 1954. 


' The following sums were received in April, May and June, 
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Hibbert 0000 

£231 19 1 

At i meeting decided to 

send another worker Mr. Sparham 

and Miss Abel, burden of the 
work. This will 


fr 


Have 
Please send your donations to: 
Mr. L. Procter, F.A.C.C.A., 
Willow House, 
Waterfoot, 
Rossendale, 
Lancs. 
College Treasurer 
Sosy 
HIBBERT 
Z \ 
AGN 
Oy 
= 
MISCELLANEOUS 
PROCTER & CO., Estate Agents, Insurance Brokers. Building Se 
House, Waterfoot, Rossendale, Rossendale 253. 
Usually sunny September/October. A few vacancies Gallup... 
| (rom September at quiet Miss N. Wilford 
resort noted climate. Terms 
‘ Two Vv if desired Used by cee cee coe ose 
Unitarians. Brochures free. NORMANHURST, Sea-front, St 
offers you (under Universalist Trustees direction) Birmingham—Church of the Messiah... 
| Friendly Fellowship. West Kirby Women’s League... =s 
Moderate Charges. 
r Write now: Rev. Arthur Peacock. 
- Crowning Rose Queen in the afternoon. 
p available on this occasion when Miss even much expansion of the existing work. But it should 
f img year. Evening Service too, was well 
| , July 11, we were happy to welcome to — _ 
President of the Sunday School 
Mrs. F. May Hawkins with the Lone Sorvice 
REYD. of the General Assembly. 
jends came to pay tribute at the Evening Service on 28 wee OF. ditional word, 34. 
Cutler 2 Memoral and Dedication Service wes | Holbora, L 
The main Memorial takes the form of 


